
The rising global demand for Refrigeration and Air Conditioning (RAC equipment)
is very worrisome globally as the RAC equipment penetration is growing 8-10%
annually in developing countries. Trinidad and Tobago is following this
international trend due to its location in the Tropical belt with an average
temperature of 26.5 degrees Celsius and humidity levels above 80% year-round. 
RAC equipment tends to utilise high- global warming potential (GWP)/
Hydrofluorocarbons (HFC) refrigerants in air-conditioning units and cooling
systems which are likely to generate more carbon dioxide emissions when
compared to existing commercial, low GWP alternatives worldwide. 

In accordance with UNFCCC decisions, Trinidad and Tobago presented plans for
reducing global GHG emissions through the Nationally Determined Contribution
(NDC) in Paris (Aug. 2015), based on a Carbon Reduction Strategy developed for
its industrial, power generation, and transportation sectors; these being the major
emitting sectors of the economy, and consistent with implementing the
provisions stated in the National Climate Change Policy (July 2011). The country´s
aim is to achieve a reduction objective in overall emissions from these three
sectors of 15% by 2030. Trinidad and Tobago has already started mainstreaming
climate change considerations through the development and implementation of
a national policy framework for climate change, which includes the National
Climate Change Policy (NCCP), Carbon Reduction Strategy (CRS), and NDC. 
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In partnership with the Global Environmental Facility (GEF), The Ministry of
Planning and Development of Trinidad and Tobago, The Environmental Planning
and Policy Division, the United Nations Development Programme, the Energy
Efficiency through the development of low-carbon RAC technologies in Trinidad
and Tobago was initiated to contribute to the mitigation of climate change and
the reduction of high GWP equipment and processes in the RAC sector. 
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The project’s vision is to create a sustained
market change towards the adoption of low-
carbon RAC technologies in Trinidad and
Tobago, which will deliver multiple benefits
at local, regional, and global levels through
the integration of energy-efficient
technologies that would reduce the use of
high GWP and ODS refrigerants. The project
especially features the introduction of an
alternative cooling path based on the
innovative District Cooling technology, which
will be a major breakthrough deployment for
air conditioning not only in Trinidad and
Tobago but also for all Eastern Caribbean
countries. 

THE ENERGY EFFICIENCY IN RAC PROKECT

Limited institutional and human
national capacity to mainstream low-
carbon EE RAC equipment.
Underdeveloped and insufficient
regulatory and policy framework to
support low carbon RAC
technologies
Need for the financial sector to assist
in financing EE projects.

Some of the challenges faced in the
development and implementation of
low-carbon RAC technologies include:
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2.

3.



FOLLOW ON SOCIAL MEDIA:
 
 

VISIT THE PROJECT WEBSITE AT:

Enhance national policy, regulatory and institutional frameworks
Accelerate RAC market transformation
Informnation Outreach and Monitoring and Evaluation ( M&E)
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The project will implement a framework to overcome a series of institutional,
capacity, and financial barriers. Through engaging a diverse group of
stakeholders, the project provides integrated policy guidance for the
development of an appropriate administrative and regulatory framework under
the country´s commitments with the Montreal Protocol and UNFCCC. 
By engaging a wide range of stakeholders the project seeks to:

 HTTPS://EER.GOV.TT/ 
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For more information on the Energy Efficiency in RAC project please contact:
Energy Efficiency in RAC Project Management Unit Environmental Policy and
Planning Division Ministry of Planning and Development Level 7, Tower C
International Waterfront Complex, Wrightson Road, Port of Spain
 e-mail address: EEinRACPMU@undp.onmicrosoft.com

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100067395704244
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCnDpUOf6aL9tIaTtDhTvAzQ
https://eer.gov.tt/
https://eer.gov.tt/
https://eer.gov.tt/
mailto:EEinRACPMU@undp.onmicrosoft.com

